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Background Information

In response to COVID-19, in 2020, the multiple-choice sections of Advanced Placement (AP) exams were dropped and only 

free-response was used to test students.  For example, for the 2020 AP English Literature and Composition exam, students' 

only question was to respond to a work of prose fiction.  For the 2020 AP US History exam, students' only question was to 

address one modified document-based question.  For the 2020 AP Calculus AB exam, students answered two free response 

questions.  Due to the shortened duration of the exams, the 2020 AP Calculus BC exam and AP Music Theory exam did not 

contain subscores.  It is also important to note that in 2020, all AP exams were delivered digitally.  Thus, students were tested 

at home.  

Several AP exams underwent name changes from 2019 to 2020.  However, their exam codes remained the same.  To 

streamline the ease of comparison across years, group names were generated that combined AP exam names via their 

exam code.  This business practice was applied to six exams:

Exam Code 14: Drawing (2020) and Studio Art: Drawing Portfolio (2019) = Drawing

Exam Code 15: 2-D Art and Design (2020) and Studio Art: 2-D Design Portfolio (2019) = 2-D Art and Design

Exam Code 16: 3-D Art and Design (2020) and Studio Art: 3-D Design Portfolio (2019) = 3-D Art and Design

Exam Code 57: United States Government and Politics (2020) and Government and Politics: U.S. (2019) = United States  

Government and Politics

Exam Code 87: Spanish Language and Culture (2020) and Spanish Language (2019) = Spanish Language and Culture

Exam Code 93: World History: Modern (2020) and World History (2019) = World History: Modern
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Advanced Placement Tests Taken and Tests Passed (score of 3, 4 or 5), 2016-2020

APS saw a decrease (-741) in the number of Advanced Placement (AP) exams administered in 2020.  However, 

there was an increase (+334) in the number of AP exams passed. 

Note:  Beginning in 2019, prior-year data were refreshed to capture scores that were reported after College Board’s initial data file was delivered.  Consequently, there are slight 

changes in previously-reported numbers.  Given the differences in AP exam administration in SY2020, comparison to previous years should be made with caution.
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Grady administered the highest number of AP exams and displayed the largest increase (+220) in the number of AP exams 

administered in relation to 2019.  KIPP displayed the largest decrease (-628) in the number of AP exams administered in 

relation to 2019.  Despite the total number of AP tests administered district-wide decreasing, Grady and North Atlanta 

displayed substantial increases in the number of tests administered. 

Count of 2020 AP Tests Taken by School; Change in Test Count Compared to 2019

Note: This graph excludes 19 tests due to data entry errors indicating they were administered within middle schools.  Given the differences in AP exam administration in SY2020, 

comparison to previous years should be made with caution.     
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Fifty-two percent of AP tests taken in 2020 were passed (a score of 3, 4, or 5).  This is up 16 percentage points 

from the previous year.  

AP Test Pass Rate, 2016-2020

Note: Given the differences in AP exam administration in SY2020, comparison to previous years should be made with caution.
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Some students take multiple AP exams.  Fifty-four percent of individual students who took an AP exam passed at 

least one of them in 2020. 

Percent of Students Passing One or More Attempted AP Exams, 2016-2020

Note: Given the differences in AP exam administration in SY2020, comparison to previous years should be made with caution.
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While students taking AP exams were spread out across the district, the majority of students passing AP exams 

were concentrated at a few schools. 

Counts of Students Taking 1+ AP Exam and Students Passing 1+ AP Exam, 2020

Note: This graph excludes 19 students due to data entry errors indicating they were in middle school. 
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AP Test Taker Rates by Race, 2016-2020

Note: aThese values were derived from the FTE Enrollment by Grade Fiscal Year 2020-3 Data Report.  Given the differences in AP exam administration in SY2020, comparison to 

previous years should be made with caution.

The population of AP test takers was not 

representative of the student population within 

APS, except for Hispanic students.

In 2020, White students made up 16% of the 

APS student bodya and 49% of AP test takers.  

Black students made up 72% of the APS 

student bodya and 31% of AP test takers in 

2020. 

Hispanic students represented 8% of the APS 

student bodya and 9% of the AP test takers in 

2020.  

Students belonging to another race/ethnicity or 

multiple races/ethnicities represented 4% of 

the APS student bodya and 11% of the AP test 

takers in 2020.  
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The percentage of AP tests passed varies by race/ethnicity.  In 2020, the percentage of tests passed by White 

students was 44 percentage points higher than the pass rate for Black students.  It is important to note that this 

gap is 14 percentage points smaller than the gap observed in 2019. 

AP Test Pass Rates by Race/Ethnicity, 2016-2020

44

point

gap

19

point

gap

Note: Given the differences in AP exam administration in SY2020, comparison to previous years should be made with caution.
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Social Studies and English were 

the most tested subjects.

Pass rates vary significantly in 

2020, although, not to the same 

extent as in 2019 and 2018.  

Among subjects in which more 

than 100 APS students were 

tested in 2020, Seminar had the 

highest pass rate (83%) and 

Physics 1 had the lowest pass 

rate (32%).  

Compared to 2019, U.S. History 

had the largest decrease in test 

takers (down to 415 from 593).  

Human Geography had the 

largest increase in test takers 

(up to 510 from 451).  

Test Counts and Pass Rates by Subject, 2018-2020

Note: Table excludes subjects with fewer than 10 students testing.  Given the differences in AP exam administration in SY2020, comparison to 

previous years should be made with caution. 
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At the school level, the percentage of tests passed ranges from 70 percent (Classical) to zero.  Excluding 

Grady, Carver STEAM, and South Atlanta, each school saw an increase in their pass rates in 2020 compared 

to 2019.

Pass Rates and Test Counts by School, 2016-2020

Notes:  The N sizes represent the number of AP tests administered.  The table excludes schools with fewer than 10 AP tests administered.  Beginning in 2019, prior-year data were 

refreshed to capture scores that were reported after College Board’s initial data file was delivered.  Consequently, there are slight changes in previously-reported numbers.  

The 2020 column does not account for 19 students who were indicated to be middle school students on the AP exam despite being in high school.  Given the differences in AP 

exam administration in SY2020, comparison to previous years should be made with caution.
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KIPP had the highest percentage of 

the student body taking an AP 

course, however, 23% of the student 

body took an AP exam and four 

percent passed an AP exam.

Classical, Grady, Drew, and North 

Atlanta had more than 10% of their 

student body pass an AP exam.

Student Body Taking an AP Course, an AP Exam, and Passing an AP Exam, 2020

Note: Table excludes schools with fewer than 10 tests administered.  The second and third columns (left to right) do not account for 19 students who were indicated to be middle 

school students on the AP exam despite being in high school.  In all three columns, the denominator is the total enrollment within the school.

Color Legend for each Column
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A slightly higher percentage of 

female students took AP courses in 

comparison to male students, with a 

nine-percentage point difference at 

South Atlanta.

The difference in AP exam pass 

rates by gender varied from school 

to school.

AP Course Taking and Exam Performance by Gender, 2020

Note. Table excludes cells with less than 15 students.  For the percentage that took an AP exam and the percentage that passed an AP exam, the numerator represents the gender identified 

on the AP exam and the denominator represents the gender identified on Infinite Campus.  The second and third columns (left to right) do not account for 19 students who were 

indicated to be middle school students on the AP exam despite being in high school.  In all three columns, the denominator is the total enrollment by gender within the school.
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Black and Hispanic students had 

lower enrollment rates in AP 

courses in relation to White students 

at Grady, Jackson High, and North 

Atlanta.

Black students had lower enrollment 

rates in AP courses in relation to 

White students at Drew.

AP Course Taking and Exam Performance by Race/Ethnicity, 2020

Note: Table excludes cells with less than 15 students and excludes students who were not White, Black, or Hispanic.  For the percentage that took an AP exam and the percentage 

that passed an AP exam, the numerator represents the race/ethnicity identified on the AP exam and the denominator represents the race/ethnicity identified on Infinite 

Campus.  The second and third columns (left to right) do not account for 19 students who were indicated to be middle school students on the AP exam despite being in high 

school.  In all three columns, the denominator is the total enrollment by race/ethnicity within the school.


